
 
 
 

Illinois received over $1.3 billion for 207 colleges and universities 
including $529 million for community colleges due to the American 

Rescue Plan 
 
Today, the Department of Education announced that colleges and universities in Illinois have 
received over $1.3 billion in American Rescue Plan funds – one of the largest one-time 
infusions of funding ever provided to the state’s colleges and universities. These funds were 
provided through the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) over the past year.  
 
The American Rescue Plan requires half of these funds to be used to provide direct 
financial relief to students; the Department of Education expects far more will ultimately 
be used for that purpose. In addition to $1.2 billion provided under previous coronavirus relief 
legislation, these funds are already being used by colleges and universities in Illinois to serve 
students and ensure learning continues during the COVID-19 pandemic. These funds are already 
having a significant impact on institutions and students: 
 

• A recent survey of college presidents by the American Council on Education found 
HEERF enabled: 

o 93% of colleges to provide direct financial support to students at risk of 
dropping out 

o 81% of colleges to keep student net prices similar to pre-pandemic levels  
o 70% of colleges to continue to employ faculty, staff, and other employees 

otherwise at risk of unemployment  
o 63% of colleges to keep students and faculty safe by purchasing COVID-19 

tests, health screenings, and health care  
• Thousands of colleges and universities all across the country are using HEERF to keep 

students enrolled and on track to graduate, as well as make college more affordable, 
by providing emergency grants, discharging outstanding student debt or unpaid balances, 
and eliminating transcript withholding practices. 

 
As part of a state-by-state breakdown of funding, the Administration reported that these 
American Rescue Plan funds included significant investments in key institutions in Illinois, 
including:  
 

• Approximately $529 million for community colleges 
• Nearly $498 million for 32 Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs) – which includes 

Hispanic-Serving Institutions, Predominantly Black Institutions, Alaska Native and 
Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions, Asian American and Native American Pacific 
Islander-Serving Institutions, and Native American-Serving Nontribal Institutions. 

 

https://www.acenet.edu/Research-Insights/Pages/Senior-Leaders/Presidents-Survey-HEERF.aspx


 
 
 

Community colleges in Illinois receiving American Rescue Plan funds include: 
• College of Du Page: $36,616,360 
• Moraine Valley Community College: $26,791,292 
• Harper College: $22,332,991 
• Joliet Junior College: $21,685,833 
• College of Lake County: $21,654,023 

 
MSIs in Illinois receiving American Rescue Plan funds include: 

• University of Illinois at Chicago: $88,446,645 
• College of Du Page: $36,616,360 
• Moraine Valley Community College: $26,791,292 
• College of Lake County: $21,654,023 
• Harold Washington College: $21,296,850 

 
Examples of other colleges and universities in Illinois receiving American Rescue Plan funds 
include:  

• University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign: $78,501,607 
• Illinois State University: $44,071,400 
• Northern Illinois University: $43,977,368 
• DePaul University: $40,179,371 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 

APPENDIX 
 

ARP HEERF Provided by Congressional District 
 
Illinois Total: $1,318,504,828 
 

• IL, District 01: $48,065,326 
• IL, District 02: $54,229,700 
• IL, District 03: $73,110,132 
• IL, District 04: $12,029,287 
• IL, District 05: $78,272,809 
• IL, District 06: $85,863,076 
• IL, District 07: $241,214,184 
• IL, District 08: $28,030,906 
• IL, District 09: $69,022,660 
• IL, District 10: $43,522,953 
• IL, District 11: $41,712,982 
• IL, District 12: $64,476,812 
• IL, District 13: $217,838,367 
• IL, District 14: $24,263,373 
• IL, District 15: $53,689,593 
• IL, District 16: $75,824,407 
• IL, District 17: $44,727,273 
• IL, District 18: $62,610,988 


